
What are the required fees
when renting a house in
Taiwan?
 under the applicable laws of Taiwan



There are no statutory restrictions,
but we suggest that the earnest
money not exceed one-third of one
month’s rent amount.

After house
viewing

Before signing
the lease

 Payment of the
earnest money

Reasons for payment

When the Lessee is willing to rent and the Lessor is
also willing to lease the house, the Lessor will
charge a certain amount of earnest money in
advance to guarantee that the Lessee will sign the
lease agreement and rent out the house.

Keep the proof of payment

After signing the lease agreement, the earnest money
will turn into the part of rent or security deposits.

Timing of payments

Payment amount Reminders for payment



If the Lessee changes
his/her mind after receipt

If the Lessor changes
his/her mind after receipt

EARNEST MONEY COMPENSATION

The Lessor is entitled
to keep the earnest
money

The Lessor returns
the earnest money to
the Lessee

And compensate the
Lessee equal to the
earnest money.



Keep the proof of the payment.

Shall not exceeded the sum of   2 months' rent

Upon signing the lease

The date of returning the security deposit shall be
specified in the lease agreement.

Amount received should be specified in the lease
agreement.

Damages or loss to the property by the Lessee.

Penalties for early termination of the lease agreement.

Fees for the disposal items left behind by the lessee

Money lessees pre-pay as collateral for
compensation for damaged rental housing and
duties arising from dealing with leftover things.

Timing of payments

Payment amount

Reminders about the payment

Reasons for payment
Reasons for a security deposit
deduction 



Payments are made to the lessor by
the lessee for renting the property
during the lease period.

Usually are paid periodically

Keep the proof of payment.

The lease amount, timing, and methods shall be 
specified in the lease agreement.
With in the lease term, the Lessor shall not increase 
the rent at will
When rent is unpaid for 2 months and the Lessee fails 
to pay the rent after notices, the Lessor may terminate 
the lease agreement early prior to the end date.

Monthly Quarterly AnnuallySemi-annually

Cash/ Wire transfer

Reasons for payment

Timing of payments Payment methods

Reminders for payment



Water

Electricity

Gas

Internet

Property
Management fee

Other charges, 
Example： 
The cleaning fee



It shall be specified in the lease agreement who shall bear
each relevant expenses, the expense amount, timing and
payment methods.

The electricity fee is usually calculated by the kilowatt
hours (kwh) actually used, but shall not exceed the highest
level of the monthly fee per kwh as stated by Taiwan Power
Company monthly. (For summer, June to September, it
shall be NT$6.41/kwh; for other seasons, it shall be
NT$5.03/kwh).

Reminders



How to verify the
identity of the Lessor？



The Lessee shall verify that the Lessor is
"entitled to lease the house"so the Lessee
could legally obtain the residential right in
respect of the house.
Please do not sign the lease agreement
when you are unable to verify the identity
ofthe Lessor.

Reminders



PHOTO ID

The photo on the ID shall be the same as the Lessor.

The name and ID number on the ID document shall
be the same as the person's name and ID card
number on the transcript or tax statement.

The address on the transcript or tax statement shall
be the same as the rental address.

Type1 of the building registration transcript
or the house tax statement



PHOTO ID

The ID should same as the document of the
sub-lease consent.

Confirm the scope of sub-lease and the
owner's consent is specified in the lease
agreement.

The term of the sub-lease agreement shall
fall within the term specified in the sub-lease
consent document.

Sub-lessor should provide a written sub-
lease consent document from the owner's



PHOTO ID
Owner

Agent

樣        本

Please pay attention to the
scope of authorization as
some of the owners only
engages the agent for house
viewing.

Type 1 of the building
registration transcript or 
 the house tax statement

Power of attorney /
authorization letter



If it acquires a rental
housing manager
certificate

The registration certificate of RHSB

The identification mark for a 
         duly incorporated RHSB

Sub-lease consent
document from the Lessor
and sub-lease agreement

should include:

Service staff The company which
the agent works for

The boundary of the lease
target.

Term of lease.
 

Causes of early termination

You may check and
verify on the
information system for
real estate service
business published by
the Ministry of the
Interior.



What is a "Guarantor"？



General Guarantors Joint Guarantors



Creditor

General
Guarantors

Lessor
The Lessor shall first apply
for compulsory enforcement  
of the properties under the
Lessee's name.

And only if the
enforcement fails

May claim to the general
guarantor for repayment.

Lessor

Joint 
 Guarantors

Obligor
to bear the same
responsibilities for
repayment

Obligor

Direct claims Direct claims 



The law does not require an
agreement.  An agreement   can
be reached by lessor and lessee 
amongs themselves .

Foreigners are usually asked to
provide a guarantor when renting a 
 home in Taiwan.

Could be replaced by any of the following：

Emergency contact person.

Proof of employment.

School verification certificate.

It is advisable that the lessee gets
the lease agreement notarized to
show that the documents are
correct and true to both agreed
terms.



Confirm the furniture and
devices that are provided by
the rental home



As there is no mandatory requirement
under Taiwan laws that any devices,
appliances, or furnitures shall be provided
when renting a home,  it is legal to lease a
home unfurnished.

Reminders



Prepare a list of devices and furniture that the lessee requires to speed up
the time to find a rental house that matches your expectations.



Take a screenshot /print/ or photos ofthe advertisement content that you found on the rental 
website and keep it for verification when viewing the home.



METHOD A METHOD B
You may request the Lessor to provide the
missing items in accordance with the rental
advertisement.

You may request the Lessor to
lower the rent.



Before renting the house or upon the termination of the lease agreement, check the brand, size,
and condition of each device (including the appliances and furniture) provided by the Lessor
record the information item by item on a list of devices, and take photos or video-tapes of each
item.

Quantity
Devices / Appliances

/ Furniture

Moving-in

status

Moving-out

status
NotesBrand Notes



If the Lessor provides any devices/
appliances/furniture, it shall be stated in
the lease agreement that the Lessor will be
responsible for repairs and maintenance

Reminders



How to protect your
rights when signing
an agreement?



Chinese version English version



Address of the rental house

Rents (including how and when to pay it) 

Security deposits (which shall not exceed the sum of 2 months' rent)

Utility fees(including how and when to pay it )

Term of lease (YYYY-MM-DD)

Who shall be responsible for repairs

How to return the rental house (whether the restitution is required, or it may be returned "as-is".)

List of furniture and appliance, etc. 

Contact information of the Lessor and Lessee (ID number/ passport number/ARC number, phone
number, permanent address/ contact address)



No waiver of the contract reviewing period.
No provision stating that the advertisement serves for reference only.
No provision stating that the Lessee shall not declare the rental expenses.
No provision stating that the Lessee shall not make any moving-in application for the household
registration.
No provision stating that in case of any increase of the taxes/levies which shall be borne by the Lessor,
the increased amount shall be borne by the Lessee.
No provision that waives the Lessor's warranty of defect when the Lessor intentionally fails to inform
the defect.
No provision stating that the Lessee shall return the original of the lease agreement.
No provision stating that any notices under the agreement may only be made via phone.
No provision which is in violation of any mandatory or prohibited provision under applicable laws and
regulations.

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

6.

7.
8.
9.



Hold a video conference call to discuss the lease agreement with the Lessor.

The Lessee shall carefully review the lease agreement, sign/seal on the
agreement after confirmation of the content, and return the scanned file to the
Lessor.

The Lessor shall draft and sign/seal on the lease agreement,
and send the scanned file to the Lessee by email.



It is better that you verify the lease object in
person or engage an agent to verify the lease
object on site.

Reminders



What should I do if there is
any dispute arising from
the house rental？



Repairs Whether it is required for
restitution when returning
the house

Early termination of the
lease agreement



Repairs
Preventions

While signing the
lease

During the lease
period

Check the
devices/appliances/furniture provided
item by item and take
photos/videotapes for recordation.

Specify who shall be responsible for
repairs in the agreement.

Properly use the devices / appliances /
furniture without any intentional
destructions/damages.

The Lessee is obliged to keep the house
in good conditions and shall promptly
notify the Lessor in case of any
problems.



Restitution
Preventions

確實點交 Specifies the scope and
items which may be
subject to refurbishment.

No refurbishment is allowed
without the prior consent of the
Lessor.

Avoid taking any refurbishment
which may damage the
structures or walls of the house.

While signing
the lease

Term of the
lease

During the lease
period

Make the handover
procedures thoroughly
and carefully.



Statutory cause for termination

For Lessor
 

For Lessor
 

Notice
before 30
days

No prior
notice is
required

Notice
before 3
months

Notice
before

30 days 

After notification, the total rental or fees in arrears
amount to two months’ rent.
The Lessee damaged/destroyed the house with no
compensation or repairs.
The Lessee sub-leases the house without prior
approval.

The Lessor may reposess the house for the purpose of
reconstruction.

If the Lessee stores any explosive or inflammable
items or conducts any interior refurbishment causing
damages to the structure of the house.

No prior
notice is
required

If the rental house contains any defect which
endanger the safety or health of the Lessee.

Preventions
Early

termination

Rental housing is ill-fitted for dwelling and
needs repair, but the lessor fails to repair  
 within a reasonable period fixed by the

Destruction of the house is not attributable
to the Lessee.
Illness and accidents make long-term treatment
necessary
Third parties exercise their rights on the
rental house

         lessee.



Early
termination

While signing the lease While in the early
termination

Stipulates "may early terminate the
lease agreement before expiry" and
specify the notice period for early
termination of the lease agreement.

Shall make prior notices to the
Lessor in accordance with the notice
period provided in the lease
agreeement.

In the case that a lease agreement made by both parties could not be terminated early, the agreement
should extend to the end of the lease term unless the Lessee receives the Lessor’s approval and pays
liquidated any damages agreed by the Lessor, and vice versa.

Preventions



Keep the
evidence

Screenshots of the
conversations

Photos of relevant
evidence

The lease agreement



LINE

Make clear
notices

In order to keep the evidence, it is recommended to give notices in writing.

Phone text Email Legal attest letters



Mediation committee under
each local district affairs office

Seek
professional
legal advice

General consultation

 County(city)
governments

TSUEI MA MA Foundation
for Housing & Community

Services

Follow the advice provided in the legal
 consultation to communicate and resolve
the disputes by the parties.

Third party
negotiations Mediation

Local consumer protection
hotline

1950

Seek assistance from an
impartial third party or
lawyers to conduct face-to-
face negotiations.

Conciliations may be
carried out by the
committee on Property
Dispute Conciliation set
up by the land
authorities for each local
government

Conciliations

1999TSUEI MA MA Foundation
for Housing &

Community Services
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